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Over recent years, there has been an increasing trend in legislation toward utilising 
conveyancing processes to support planning outcomes. These include: 

• Notifications under Section 12A of the Town Planning & Development Act -
prospective owners be made aware of hazards or other factors which seriously 
affect the use or enjoyment of the land; 

• Notifications under Section 70A of the Transfer of Land Act prospective owners to 
be made aware of a factor affecting the use or enjoyment of the land; 

• Restrictive covenants under Section 1 29BA of the TLA which are specifically for 
the use of Local Authorities or Public Authorities; 

• Easements for the Public at large under Section 1 95 and 196 of the Land 
r Administration Act. These are lodged by Local Authorities and Public Agencies. 

They give greater flexibility than the use of Section 20A of TP & D Act rights of 
· way and pedestrian accessways. Usually they are used in shopping centres; 

• Easements under Section 136C of the TLA; 

• Restrictive Covenants under Section 136D of the TLA. 

Examples of these are attached. 

Of the above, only Sections 136C and 136D of the TLA are created on the plan. All 
the other sections although noted on the plan are actually created in the instrument. 

Currently, some instruments are being lodged at various stages prior to plans being 
placed in order for dealings, and some, at the time of lodging applications for titles. 
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This is causing some confusion and double handling delays. Also some notifications 
under Section 70A of the TLA are not being lodged at all. 

DOLA has been meeting with the Ministry for Planning on behalf of the Western 
Australian Planning Commission (WAPC) to resolve these matters. Agreement has 
been reached that DOLA will monitor the above planning conditions by having them 
noted on the plan and also placing the restrictions in the "In Order for Dealings" box 
on the plan. 

By noting these sections of Acts on the plan and DOLA monitoring them, WAPC and 
other agencies will clear plans without instruments being lodged, knowing that if all 
documents are not lodged at the time of applications for titles, dealings will be 
stopped and requisitioned. The WAPC will also be instructing surveyors to show 
these sections of Acts on the plan as part of the planning conditions. 

This should lead to less work for surveyors and a more coordinated and efficient 
method of conveyancing, benefiting all parties. U 

'2. Rectification of Anomalies in Lot Numbers 

In line with DOLA's commitment to continuously improve service, the Department is 
moving towards a digital electronic register to replace the current paper based 
system. This project, known as SmartRegister, will support future e-commerce 
initiatives and lay the foundations for electronic conveyancing. 

In improving the accuracy and accessibility of the digital data, SmartRegister requires 
each parcel of land to have a unique 'lot on plan' identifier. Consequently a 
component of land parcels in the current paper register will need to have new lot 
numbers assigned to enable their capture into the new SmartRegister system. These 
include those land parcels: 

• without a lot number allocated; 

• with non-standard lot numbers (eg alpha lots, prefixes and suffixes etc); and 

• instances of part lots where the existing lot number can not be used for various 
reasons. 

Initially, a small project has commenced to assign lot numbers to land parcels without 
lot numbers. Titles to these parcels are identified as Lot O (zero) on the current DOLA 
database. These are mainly land parcels created in the early decades of last century. 
Land descriptions being typically " part of the land in a survey", or " the subject of a 
survey". Private ROW' s and Drain Reserves also fall into this category. 

The existing titles and survey plans are being amended to show the newly assigned 
Lot numbers. DOLA is notifying registered proprietors and other interested parties by 
mail of these changes in land description. 
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DOLA does not require the production of Duplicate Certificates of Title for 
amendment at this time. The affected duplicate Certificates of Titles will be amended 
when the land parcel is next dealt with. 

Any queries related to this matter should be directed to Chris Mason, Manager, New 
Title Production on (08) 9273 7369. 

GRAHAME SEARLE 
n DIRECTOR, SERVICE DELIVERY 
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